Retrospective analysis of an implantable loop recorder for evaluation of syncope, collapse, or intermittent weakness in 23 dogs (2004-2008).
Cardiac arrhythmias as a cause of syncope, collapse, or intermittent weakness can be challenging to diagnose. The purpose of this paper is to retrospectively review the diagnosis and outcome of 23 cases of syncope or collapse in dogs that had a Reveal Plus ILR recorder placed as part of the diagnostic evaluation. Medical records of 23 client-owned dogs that were presented for evaluation of syncope, collapse, or intermittent weakness were retrospectively reviewed. Recurrent syncope occurred in 13/23 (57%) and a positive diagnosis of the cause of the event was made in 11/13 (48% of all dogs). Diagnoses included 6/11 with prolonged periods of sinus arrest with slow ventricular escape rate and one each of sub-optimal fixed heart rate by endocardial pacing, high grade second degree atrioventricular block, supraventricular tachycardia, normal ECG during multiple episodes, and high grade second degree atrioventricular block or sinus arrest. The Reveal Plus ILR device was successful in diagnosing a high percentage of cases of syncope or collapse in which signs recurred and implantation had a low complication rate. The Reveal Plus ILR device is a useful tool to diagnose the etiology of recurrent syncope, collapse, or intermittent weakness in the dog.